
MISSION STATEMENT:

HONOR ALL FORMER PRISONERS of WAR; 
REMEMBER and NEVER FORGET THOSE MISSING IN ACTION HEROES

and the FAMILIES WHO SEEK THEIR RETURN.

More than 82,000 are still listed as Missing in Action and Unaccounted for since WW-II



 Established in 2016 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

 Located at the former Naval Air Station Cecil Field

 Lease approved by the Jacksonville City Council Members (June 2017) 

 Mayor Lenny Curry Signed ordinance (August 2017)

 Given rights to develop, expand the 
26 acres surrounding the memorial 
area, including the chapel

 Establish a national destination for 
military remembrance and celebration 
(this will be the only National Memorial 
that recognizes ALL those Missing in 
Action in the United States)





 Hero’s Walk & Freedom Trees

 Originally dedicated on 
September 11, 1973

 Honoring 16 POW/MIA Pilots 
from Vietnam and Desert 
Storm Conflicts



 Squadron VA-86 “Sidewinders” USS America (CV-66)

 Date of loss JUN 1968

 One of the (16) Missing in Action hero’s at the Memorial

 Accounted for and returned with proper burial NOV 1985



 Squadron VA-86 “Sidewinders” onboard the USS Coral Sea (CV-43)

 Shot down over Laos on JAN 1970

 One of the (16) Missing in Action pilots at the Memorial

 Still unaccounted for



 Instrumental in the creation of the POW/MIA symbol/flag

 Resided in Orange Park, FL for many years until her passing

 Raised money and awareness to establish the permanent 
memorial at NAS Cecil Field 



 More than 82,000 service members are still Missing in Action 
and unaccounted for (WW-II)



 Originally opened in 1963

 Known as the “Cecil Field Memorial Chapel”

 Will be repurposed back into a military chapel for: ceremonies, 
weddings and memorial services

 Historical Landmark 



 Utilize existing Bldg. 333 (5,600 sq. ft.) as a 
museum starting point

 Establish a national destination for ALL branches
of the U.S. military 

 Recognizes the more than 82,000 who were Missing in Action 
and those still unaccounted for

 Educate the public on the Prisoner of War (POW) and 
Missing in Action (MIA) issue through exhibits, videos, 
artifacts and memorabilia

 Acknowledge the history of the POW/MIA Flag



 “New World Avenue” renaming to 
“POW-MIA Memorial Pkwy”

 Dedicated a POW/MIA Chair 
“One Empty Seat” at the 
Baseball Grounds (SEP 2017) and 
Veterans Memorial Arena (APR 2018)





 Raise $2 Million for Phase I 
by December 2018 

 Phase I of Strategic Plan:
▪ Chapel Renovations

▪ Earthwork

▪ Road Modification

▪ Cecil Field Runway Display

▪ Aircraft Static Displays

▪ Benefactor Plaza
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